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Welcome to your ninth grade year.  I am so happy and honored to be your teacher.  I know that a new school year brings a lot of questions.  Please ask away!  Whether you need to know how to write an essay or how to get to the cafeteria, I am always here to help.  I am confident that we will have a wonderful year of learning and laughing.  
Our over-arching theme for this ninth-grade year is: The best way to understand yourself is to spend time with people whose beliefs are different from your own.  I want you to think about this for a moment.  What does this mean to you?  How can you relate to this statement?  What have you learned from characters in books who are different than then you?  This year we will spend a lot of time exploring this theme.  I encourage you to contribute to this conversation.
With any new classroom experience, I do have some expectations for you to follow to make our year together a success.  Please read through the following information in class today and with your parents tonight.  This will inform them about any changes at the high school so we can have a healthy dialogue about your high school experience.   

There is always one moment in childhood when the door opens and lets the future in.---Graham Greene
Expectations

* Treat everyone and the classroom with courtesy and respect

* Be prepared!  Bring all required materials to class everyday
* Follow the rules of school as stated in the student handbook

* No eating in class.  You may drink water.

* Make a strong effort to do the best you can

The end and aim of all education is the development of character—Francis Parker

Grading
Grading is assessed on the 4 point scale.  Mayfield High School strives for excellence in academics and mastery, not points.  You will be assessed on the common core goals from the State of Ohio and will be held accountable for them. 
 If you have not seen a 4 point scale, it is a little different from the traditional scale of the past.  I will show you examples has we move forward. 

The basic framing is that:

0=no understanding
1=some understanding  
2= making progress 
3=mastery 
4=mastery + synthesis

Additionally: The following categories in the grade book are weighted this way for assignments:  So grading is not an accumulative point system.

40% writing

40% reading 

15% speaking & listening

5% homework
Late work is late work.  In order to strive for excellence, you must turn in all assignments on time unless other arrangements were made by the student and teacher in extenuating circumstances. Any late work will not be accepted ----period.  This is a department policy.
All writing is considered a process.  As your English teacher, I want to you treat it in that manner.  You will be given ample class, lab, and home time to complete assignments.  If you break the steps in manageable increments, much success will be accomplished.  In addition, this process includes conference time.  Moreover, you will be getting individualized attention from me and your peers to strengthen your writing skills.  
While you are writing this year, consider submitting to Mayfield High School’s literary magazine, Voices Magazine.  The creative writing class at MHS is responsible for submissions.  If you want to submit a hard copy, simply give it to me.  If you would like to submit an electronic copy, please send to Voicesmagazine@yahoo.com.  Art work and writing of all genres is accepted.  Wouldn’t it be great to be published?  Happy Writing!
The student is responsible for printing all work.  If you do not have access to a printer at home, save it to a flash drive and print it in the library or the lab in 208B.  Lab opens at 7AM and the library is open around 7:15 and early on Wednesday.  Only in the event you are absent do I want anything emailed.
Assignments must be turned in on straight-edge, loose-leaf paper, or Google Classroom.  If a printed copy is expected,  your final copy for any composition must be typed or written in blue or black ink.

Self-reflection is the school of wisdom---Balthasar Gracian
Absent Work
The high school policy for absences is that you have one day per missed day to turn in your work.  It is your responsibility for

making up all missed work.  Please consult your weekly letter or the homework paper on the website under “forms”.  Please take note:  if you are attending a fieldtrip you are still responsible to turn in your work before you leave or when you return.  If you miss the day before a scheduled test you will still take the test with the rest of the class. 
I am never afraid of what I know   —Anna Sewell
Tardiness
Three tardies per nine weeks.  You get one free pass per nine weeks.  This can be used for the restroom or to go to your locker to retrieve homework. We are implementing a new tardy policy this year.  Therefore, the classroom door will be closed after the tardy bell rings and you will need a pass from a teacher or the hall monitor to enter the classroom.  Please be on time.
I want, by understanding myself, to understand others.  I want to be all that I am capable of becoming---Katherine Mansfield

Extra Help

I want you to succeed!  If you need extra help

please schedule a appointment with me before school, during my planning period, or email me at kbeery@mayfieldschools.org.  If you need to meet after school, please schedule an appointment as I will need a few days notice.

Lucky is the teacher whose students want to know how things work---anonymous



